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Synopsis

Set in a town somewhere in the South, here is the story of a community of black people searching
for the healing properties of salt who witness an event that will change their lives forever. Some of
them are centered, some are off-balance; some are frightened, and some are daring. From the men
who live off welfare women to the mud mothers who carry their children in their hides, the novel
brilliantly explores the narcissistic aspect of despair and the tremendous responsibility that comes

with physical, spiritual, and mental well-being.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“A powerful piece of writing.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 *Anne Tyler, The Washington Post

A¢a -A“With the force and freedom of a great traditional storyteller . . . Toni Cade Bambara takes a
lot of chances. Her novel is set in the black section of a large Southern city . . . but her characters
also inhabits the nonlinear, sacred space and sacred time of traditional African religion.A¢a -As
A¢a -a «John Edgar Wideman, The New York Times Book Review A¢a -A“A book full of
marvels.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 sThe New Yorker A¢ga —A“A hard-noised, wise, funny . . . always right-on

novel.A¢ga -A+ A¢a -4 «Los Angeles Times

Set in Claybourne, a small town somewhere in the South, THE SALT EATERS is the story of a
community of black faith healers who, searching for the healing properties of salt, witness an event

that will change their lives forever.



How did | make it this far in life without knowing this author’s work? Simply astounding.

Challenging read... often from different characters perspective, changing time periods (present day

and past), symbolic language sometimes difficult to interpret

Have not read the book yet but the author is a great one!

| am not quite finished reading Salt Eaters, which | am reading as a part of book club activity. So far,
| think this book does a good job drawing the reader into the complexities of life in general. It
especially draws you into the complex lives of African-Americans in the USA who are struggling for
social justice as they struggle to survive and/or improve their personal lives and struggle with
partnerships with significant others, friends, family, co-workers. This book is quite thought provoking
and inspires self-reflection.That being said Salt Eaters has not been an easy read. There are many
complex characters who all have relationships and interactions with many other complex
characters. This sometimes requires one to have to go back and reread sections of the book to

understand the "weave."

This is a book that | read a long time ago and | am revisiting it now that | am older and | am loving it

and understanding it even more....enjoyed this read!!!

Profound and so excellently written. Bambara is on point with the internal workings of the human

condition, especially when in turmoil and on the wavering edge of a discovery.

Quite possibly the worst book | have ever read. It was extremely hard to follow, the sentences ran

on and on, there was no resolution to the story.

Still reading, but love it so far.
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